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Title 3—The President Proc. 8372 

We owe older Americans a debt of gratitude and must work to help them 
age with dignity. Through home- and community-based services, including 
health promotion and preventive care programs, many older Americans are 
able to live more independent and healthier lives. This year’s theme for 
Older Americans Month, ‘‘Living Today for a Better Tomorrow,’’ captures 
the importance of helping seniors today so they can enjoy the years ahead. 

My Administration is committed to supporting older Americans and is 
working to strengthen health care, retirement, community involvement, and 
other programs vital to their interests and beneficial to all of us. Older 
Americans have earned this support, and we owe them nothing less. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2009 as Older Ameri-
cans Month. I invite Americans of all ages; representatives of government 
at all levels; businesses and communities; faith-based and neighborhood or-
ganizations; and health, academic, and recreational institutions to acknowl-
edge the contributions of older Americans during this month and through-
out the year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8372 of May 4, 2009 

National Charter Schools Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Improving our schools is the collective responsibility of all Americans— 
business owners and workers, educators and parents, students and their 
communities. We must ensure that all students receive a high-quality edu-
cation that delivers the knowledge and skills needed to succeed, and that 
young men and women stay on the path to graduation and a life-long com-
mitment to learning. 

Many successful public charter schools across the Nation are working to 
meet these goals. Founded by parents, teachers, and civic or community or-
ganizations, our Nation’s public charter schools enjoy broad leeway to in-
novate. 

The best public charter schools and their students are thriving in States 
that have adopted a rigorous selection and review process to ensure that 
autonomy is coupled with greater accountability. The growth of effective 
public charter schools benefits our children, and States have an important 
role to play in their expansion. 

During National Charter Schools Week, we recognize these public charter 
schools for their dedication and commitment to achievement in education. 
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Proclamations Proc. 8373 

They are models of excellence and are promoting the interests of our chil-
dren, our economy, and our Nation as a whole. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 3 through May 9, 2009, 
as National Charter Schools Week. I commend our Nation’s successful pub-
lic charter schools, teachers, and administrators, and I call on States and 
communities to support public charter schools and the students they serve. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8373 of May 6, 2009 

World Trade Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

When the world’s consumers fly in a U.S.-manufactured airplane, eat a 
steak from America’s heartland, watch a Hollywood movie, or visit the 
Grand Canyon, they are helping to create and maintain good jobs for Amer-
icans. 

World Trade Week is an opportunity to reaffirm the benefits of trade and 
to emphasize America’s commitment to a global marketplace that creates 
good jobs and lifts up American families. The United States and our trad-
ing partners stand to gain when trade is open, transparent, rules-based, and 
fair, showing respect for labor and environmental standards. 

The United States is well-positioned to reap the benefits of trade. America 
is a leader in the global marketplace and ranks at the top of almost every 
measure of global competitiveness. Our businesses, workers, and farmers 
remain the most innovative, productive, and adaptable in the world. The 
United States is also the world’s largest exporter. 

Trade is a significant and increasingly important contributor to U.S. eco-
nomic growth. Exports accounted for 13 percent of U.S. economic activity 
in 2008, and they support millions of jobs in the United States. In difficult 
economic times, it is even more important for American industry to take 
advantage of every opportunity for export-driven growth. That is why I will 
work to open more markets to U.S. exports, including in such important 
job growth industries as energy efficiency, clean energy, and health infor-
mation technology. 

Imports can also benefit the United States by increasing consumer choice 
while lowering prices for millions of working families. In addition, imports 
can support employment for retailers, distributors, the transportation sec-
tor, and domestic manufacturers which rely on global supply chains to 
make products for both the U.S. and international markets. 
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